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In Bamidbar 11:25 It states: 
Hashem descended in a cloud and spoke to him (Moses), and he increased some of the spirit that was 
upon him and gave it to the seventy men, the elders; when the spirit rested upon them, they 
prophesied, ve lo yasafu  
 
What does ve lo yasafu mean? 
What is the shoresh?  
What are the pros and cons of the different interpretations? 
 
In Devarim 5:19 it says: These words Hashem spoke to your entire congregation on the mountain, from 
the midst of the fire, the cloud and thick cloud-a great voice, Ve lo Yasaf, and he inscribed them on two 
tablets and gave them to me.  
 
What does Ve lo Yasaf mean here? 
Is there a connection between these two verses? 
What does this say about revelation? 
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Abraham Joshua Heschel writes: (God In Search Of Man) 
We have never been the same since the day on which the voice of God overwhelmed us at Sinai. It is 
forever impossible for us to retreat into an age that predates the Sinaitic event. Something 
unprecedented happened. God revealed his name to us, and we are named after him. If other religions 
may be characterized as a relation between man and God, Judaism must be described as a relation 
between man with Torah and God.  
It is easy to say prophecy, revelation. But do we sense what we say? Do we refer to a certainty of a 
fantasy, an idea or a fact, a myth or a mystery when we speak of prophecy of revelation? The Bible is an 
answer to the supreme question: what does God demand of us? Yet the question has gone out of the 
world. The idea of revelation remains an absurdity as long as we are unable to comprehend the impact 
with which the realness of God is pursuing man, every man.  
The surest way of misunderstanding revelation is to take it literally, to imagine that God spoke to the 
prophet on a long-distance telephone. The nature of revelation, being an event in the realm of the 
ineffable (unknowable), is something which words cannot spell, which human language will never be 
able to portray. Our categories are not applicable to that which is both within and beyond the realm of 
matter and mind. . . The words in which the prophets attempted to relate their experiences were not 
photographs but illustrations, not descriptions, but songs.  
All the Bible does is state that revelation happened; how it happened is something they could only 
convey in words that are evocative and suggestive.  
 
Which line or paragraph resonates with you? Why?  
How do you understand the idea of revelation?  
Is it a significant or relevant issue for your Jewish identity?  
What do you think Heschel means by “we have never been the same since Sinai?" 
 


